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ordered a house-to-house survey of this situation, the first
federal census of unemployment in the nation's history. In
all, slightly more than three million employables were re-
ported out of work, against forty-five million persons gain-
fully employed. But the tide was rising fast, and a special
census by the department of commerce in January, 1931,
based upon sampling, disclosed more than six million unem-
ployed. Before the end of that year almost all appraisers
agreed that the ten-million mark had been passed, and 1932
saw the addition of four or five million more. Thanks to sea-
sonal factors and local flurries of advance or retreat, the na-
tional picture shifted constantly; unemployment tended also
to propagate itself, with wives and older children of idle men
now joining in the scramble for any crumbs of odd jobs.
Exhaustion of savings and losses in modest investments drove
aged folk to participate in the frantic search and be counted*
This cycle brought forth its changing tokens and symbols.
If the still cheerful desperation of 1931 was crystallized in
the song "Life Is Just a Bowl of Cherries/' the grimmer
abasement of 1932 was epitomized by *'Brother, Can You
Spare a Dime?" appealing on behalf of casualties like the job-
less war veteran or the discarded builder of an industrial em-
pire. The most memorable symbol of the great unemploy-
ment, and of pride in facing it, came to be the apple. In the
autumn of 1930 the International Apple Shippers' Associa-
tion devised a scheme to dispose of surpluses. It offered to sell
the fruit on credit to the jobless, to retail at five cents apiece.
By early November six thousand apple sellers had taken their
stand on the sidewalks of New York, and the idea soon
spread elsewhere. In this early phase of the Depression, the
stubborn self-reliance of America—the poor as well as the
rich—bridled at the notion of direct relief or a dole, as had
been practised since the First World War in Britain. But this
meager toll upon the passing throng soon lost its novelty. In
1931 Manhattan began to forbid apple selling upon certain
streets. By 1932 people were reported to be "sick of apples.'*

